
 

  The Novena was a beautiful 
event. The last day where the 
Exposition of the Holy Eucharist, 
Vespers, and Benediction took 
place was very moving. I want to 
take this moment to say a 
special “Thank You!” to Father 
Patrick, our Spiritual Assistant, 
for his wonderful service and 
reflection on the Solemn 
Commemoration of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel. I 
think I speak for all of us that it 
was a moving and enriching 
experience. 
 
Thank you also to Father Mario 
for leading the Vespers. 
 
To all who led the rosary and 
attended, we thank you greatly. 

 
 
 
 

Great gratitude must also be 
expressed to Deacon Raymond 
Elias who assisted him during 
the Benediction. He also 
attended the Novena, helping 
with making the microphone 
settings better so the 
participants leading the Rosary 
could be heard.  

Many thanks to Mindy Zindel, 
who faithfully assisted Father 
Patrick, and to the Lay 
Carmelite Council for your hard 
work as individuals, and as a 
team. 

Melody McCloskey, Director 
Lay Carmelite Community 
Fairfield, California 
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           Feast Day of  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 

2019 LAY CARMELITE 
CONVOCATION 

 

Welcome back Father David! 

We give great thanks for Father 
David Fontaine’s company during the 
Feast Day. May God continue to bless 
him! We also give a very big offering of 
gratitude to John Q. who has again 
blessed us with his generous 
contribution of food for the reception. 
His love and devotion to Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel runs deep. May she always 
watch over and bless him!  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The 2019 Lay Carmelite 
Convocation was a very special 
event. Father Fernando Milan 
talked about Titus Brandsma, 
whose Feast Day was recently 
celebrated on July 27. He shared 
that two miracles have been 
documented and he is currently 
being researched for sainthood by 
the Vatican offices. He is a modern-
day Carmelite Martyr and left us 
many wonderful teachings. We 
pray for his canonization to occur 
very soon. 

The theme of the Convocation 
was Elijah: Inner Fire/Outward 
Zeal. On Leadership day we 
reviewed the structure of the 
Order, election and community 
councils, and record keeping. Ken 
Pino shared the capabilities of 
Carmelite Media Resources. The 
proper Liturgy of the Hours for Lay 
Carmelites was given. 

Fabulous speeches from Fr. 
Nicholas Blackwell, Fr. Glen Snow, 
and Fr. William Harry enriched us 
all. It will long be remembered. 
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JULY 16 
FEAST DAY of OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 

RECEIVED 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
FINAL 

PROFESSION 

MARILYN STAHLBERGER 

We welcome Marilyn as she 
continues her second year 
with us with much zeal and 
love for our Lady of Mt 
Carmel.  

She is truly a gift to the church 
as Marilyn is leading the Lay 
Carmelite group visiting the 
medically inactive and 
Homebound/ill members and 
is also our faithful 
Extraordinary Minister.  

Marilyn, 

May you continue your  
journey in Carmel with 
abundant joy and hope! 

 

ORALIA ANAYA 

 It has been long and the mountain      
was harder to climb, but Oralia 
proved to be determined to follow 
and focus on Jesus as she reached 
the summit.  

She never gave up and persevered 
through her prayers and visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

 She was patient in teaching 
catechism to the kids at another 
Church because her heart is 
overflowing with joy and love.  

We thank God that she is continuing 
her vocation to holiness. 
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Our Council Melody McCloskey 
Director 
  
Annabelle Estrella 
Formation Director 
  
Jess Pacheco 
Treasurer 

Anne Obiacoro 
Councilor 
  
Irma Torres 
Councilor 
  
Rose Terris 
Assistant Councilor  

  
  
  

2020 ELECTIONS – NEW DIRECTOR 
Elections will be happening in 

early 2020, where a new Director 
must be chosen to lead our 
community. 

I want to make sure everyone is 
aware. Your attendance must meet 
75% for the last three years in 
order for you to be able to vote. 
New members can be part of the 
nominating process at the discretion 
of our community, although they 
cannot actually vote. Professed 
members who meet the attendance 
requirement of attending the 
Community Meetings may vote. 

I have personally served on the 
Council for 12 years in one capacity 
or another. Although it may have 
been non-consequential, I feel for 
the health of our community I must 

now take leave of any office. I will 
remain, as always, a servant to our 
Lay Carmelite Community, and an 
active member 

For all Professed members, I 
humbly ask you to search your 
hearts to be open if you are called 
and nominated to fill the Director 
position. 

Our community is rich with 
members who have so many talents 
to give and share with us.  

Please be open to the call in your 
heart, and the whisper of our 
beautiful Lady of Mt. Carmel to lead 
our community. 

May God bless our Community 
with wisdom of discernment. 

 
Your servant, Melody 
 

 
 


